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e, 
W thority of the Government, com- 
VV  manded to aſſemble our {elves toge- 

ther this Day, in order to offer up 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings to God, ho is the 

F all, good Gifts, for a wonderful Bleſſing 
* vouchſaſed unto theſe Nations; and 4 


B 1 aro, by the . G * juſt Au- 


is, the Uniting of the Two ancient Kingdoms, 


which formerly divided this Ifland of Great- Bri- 


tain, imo one Body Politick, animated with the 


ſame Soul, and governed by the fame Maxims, 
and Conſtitutions ; a Bleſinp, which tho' aim'd 


at throughout all che laſt Century, has been re- 


ſerved by Providence as a peculiar Ornament, 


to ſet off the glorious Reign of her preſent Ma- 


jefty a Bleſſing, which, beſides the Advantages 


in View, is big with many others, which to us 


are undiſcernable, and which Time only can diſ- 
cloſe to the Ages, that come after: And by 
which (I firmly believe) a greater Shock is 
given 40 the common, and profeſſed Enemy of 


our Church and Nation, ( eſpecially as to his 


Deſigns upon Us: of :heſe Kingdoms,) than by all 
the - Wonders of our late unparallelled Szcceſſer. 


We ought then to be affected upon the prol- 


pect of ſuch Benefits, with a Gratitude, and a 
aJoy propertionable to the Occ#fion ; we ought 


7 to. 25%. 
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expreſs a hearty 


it according, to his uſual method, by ſuperadd. 


_ fication: Towards the middle of this Chapter 
the Prophet; being to foretel, the future Chin 
betwixt Jarel and Fudab, which was formerly 
rent in 7»0by the Defection of Ten Tribes, in 


which by ſuch an — Turn of Providence 
.aS. Ibis, were capable o 


E teſtify how good, and pleaſant a thing it 4s, for 


Bretbren to dwell together in Unity; and ſhould 
(eaſe of the great Happineſs 
we enjoy, in being thus made One Fold undi 
One Sbepberl. 8 
In theſe Words our bleſſed Saviour ſeems pro. 
bably to allude, to a remarable Prophe/y in the 
45th. of Ezekiel, to which you are referr'd in 
the margin of your Bible; only he improves 


ing a ſpiritual ſenſe to the more common Signi- 


the Reign of Rehoboam, Son and Succellor of R 


Solomon; is commanded to illuſtrate it by the I al 
plain and eaſy Type, of taking two Sticks to re- P! 
preſent the Two Kingdoms, and joining tbem te- Ml ©" 
get ber till they became One in his hand. And b. 4 
be Children of his People ſhould [peak unto bim, ſay- K 
ing, Wilt thou not ſhew us what thou meaveſt by theſe 7 


things? He was to anſwer, and ſay unto them, he 


thus ſaith the Lord God; JI will take the Children pl 


of Iſrael from among the Heat ben, and I will make 


them One Nation in the Land upon the Mountain tl 


of Iſtael, and One King ſhall be King to them all; 0 


and they ſhall be no mere Two Nations, neithor ſhall ll 
they be divided into Tuo Kingdoms any more at 80 


all; ---- and David, my Servant, ſhall be King * 


den them, and they all ſhall bawe One Shepherd. WP 


News of fo conſiderable and comfortable Im- s 


portance, as was thought ſufficient ro buoy up I" 


their Spirits; When their Eſtate ſeem'd as de- “ 


pexate, as that of dry bones, to which it is com- If 


pared at the beginning of this Chapter; but ky 


being cover d again 


| | with 
* 


- * i | 


forthe UNIOM 2 
MW with Feſp, ard of having freſh Life and Vigor 
MW communicated unto them. This then is that 
noted Pallag: of the Old Teftament, to which we 

may ſuppoſe our Saviour had an Eye, when he 
aſured his Diſciples in the New Teſtament, That 
eis order to make his Church compleatly happy, 
There ſhould be One Fold, and One Sbepberd: And 
am the more fully conſirm'd in this Opinion, 
by conſidering the Circumſtance of Time in 
which he ſpoke it, juſt when he was about to 
be Vilified and Crucified, when his Followers 
were to be left as a parcel of dry "bones ; whoſe: 
hopes and expectations were quite dead with 
him, and were afterwards to be revived by his 3 
Reſurrection. And therefore for theſe Reaſons, 
although I am not ignorant, that he chiefly, ap- 
plies this Pramiſe to the Affairs of his Cnurch, 
and the incorporating into that both of Few 
and Gentiles, yet I ſhall not be in Fear of er- 
fraining my Text, if I take in its relation alſo to 
Temporal Concernments; and endeavour to ſhew | 
how ſerviceable it is to both, to have any peo- 
pk become One Fold under One: Shepherd. * 
Firſt then, it is a great advantage (I ſay) to 
the Temporal Affairs of any People, to become 
One Fold under Ong Shepherd, © 2 
- UNITY; is that inviſible Band and cement of 
Souls, which makes the Deſigns and Intereſts of 
ſeveral” Perſons, become inſeparable, and of a 
piece: From hence reſults, that uſeful and a- 
zreeable harmony of Actions, which cauſes all 
their Concerns to be amicably tranſacted, with- 
out; any Oppoſition, Diſorder or Interruption. 
From hence ariſes, that amiable Complacency 
and Satisfaction, which one Man takes in the ad- 
Yantages of another, which by this happy Tem- 
per are made his own : This baniſhes all envyings 
ang repining at the Enjoyments of our Neigit- 

Ainet 43 bours; 
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bouts; roots out all Diſſentions, and bitter Ani. 
moſit ies; implanting, in their ſtead within bur 
Minds, a tender fellow-fecling of their ſeveral 
Conditions, with an Induſttious readineſs to pro- 
mote their. Happineſs, and conſult it as carefully 
as Our on Proſperity. And what a noble ef. 
fect muſt theſe Diſpoſitions have, upon any. 
Society thac is bleſs'd with ſuch Members ? 
As Diviſion, is the ruin) of all Communities, 
ſo Union and Agreement ate the Supporters of 
them: By theſe ſo many Kingdoms and Common 
wealths, have crept up from weak and inconfi- 
derable Beginnings, to the higheſt pitch of Ma- 
jeſty and Splendour; by tbeſe they have been 
rais d, by theſe upheld, and when theſe have ceas'd, 
they have ſunk down into Deſtruction; literally 
verifying that Aſſertion of our Saviour, a Rur. 


dom divided again(t uw cannot fand. It eminent 


Dengers are to be reſiſted, United Forces are beſt 
able to oppoſe them; if important Deſigns are 
to be carried on. United Councils will compleat 


them moſt effect ually. How ſhall he tall that has 


a multitude of Supporters ? Or ſappoſe he flip, 
how ſhall he kept down, : who has a number of 
Hands ready to lifi him up again ? Thus Unity 
either obviates all Inconveniencies, or elſe admi- 
niſters to theni a [peedy. Remedy; and as Men 
(without this) like Bears and 'Tygers, muſt con- 


verſe in Fear; and at a diſtance:; fo by this they 


become nor only Hciable Crearures, but fo many 


Angels, miniſtring to one another's advantage. 


Tliere are two uo things to be ſtudied by ſuch 


as truly conſult the Intereſt and Honour of tbe 


Socicty they belong to; namely, that all things 
relating to the Service of the Public, be firſt wit 
laid, and then well-executed.. For where theſe 
gueet together it is Morally impoſſible, but that 
à State ſo regulated muſt be Proſperous 1 
5 | þ. 4 11 108, 
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r'ching; and Union is the only means to bring” 
thee to perfection. For as to the former, though 
we muſt needs confeſs the Truth of this great. 
Maxim, That in the multitude of Counſellors there u 


* 


Fafery, yet to make it hold good, we matt al- 


ways ſuppoſe, that they all tand to the accom-. 
pliſn ment of the ſame great End, and only con- 
ſalr about the likelieſt means to compaſs it. We 


muſt ſuppoſe them to be inſeparably Laited ia 


me main, and only varying in the Methods and 
Circumſtances which relate to it; for, Where 


the caſe is otherwiſe, the danger is moſt evi- 


dent, and ſuch divided Councils are the Fore. 


ranners of much miſchief. I need only inſtance 


in the caſe of Huſhai and Achirophel, in the dif- 
ferent Advice, which they gave to Abſalom: 
where one being defirous to ſecure him in his 
Uſurparion, and the other to make way for his 


Father's re- admiſſion; their Councils were as 
contrary, as the Ends they had in vie „, and by 
thwarting each other, they ſo puzzled him in 
his choice, - that he fixed, at laſt, upon the wort, 


which ended in his Ruin. But farther, Union is 


as neceſſarily ſubſervient to the Execution, as it 
is to the contrivance of a well laid Deſign: 
There muſt, pethaps, be uſe made of many 
Hinds, but they muſt all b: conducted by one 


Heart and Had, in order to produce the good 


efe& that is intended. If the power of a ting 


be placed in many, and thoſe many do, not act 
Hintlyy as a fingle Perſon, they weaken the 
whole Party by drawing different ways, and 


deſtroy the Cauſe they cſpyulz, by fo unhappy 
a Diſunion, It is not very long face -we fatally 
expertenc'd, the ill conſequences that attend an 


inconvenience of this nature, by the eheck 


which it gave to the Progreſs of our Arms' a- 


beoad; and Bleſſed be God, we have often fincg 


| "0&4 that 
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that time, been happily convinced by à long 
train of Succeſſes, how beneficial tis to have. 
our Forces entirely managed by One. Thus 
we ſee the ſtrong Tendency which Unity has in 
general, to promate the Temporal Happineſs of 
any people; and it will approve itſelf as uſeful 
and effectual an Inſtrument, io reſpect of that 
particular caſe which now lies before us. Ag 
the Kingdoms of Vrael and of Fudab, were ne- 
ver in ſuch height of Glory and Reputation, as 
when United under the Government of David 
and of Solomon, as they were Thorns in the ſides 
of one anather, and expos'd to the Inſults of 
their ſeveral Enemies, when they were divided 
in the days of Rhehoboam and his Succeflors ; 
Such were England and: Scotland when unhappily 
ſeparated, and ſuch may we hope to (ee them 
now they are intirely become one. When they 
were neither one Fold, nor had-one Shepherd; 
how did they emulate one another, and diſturb 
each other's quiet? How frequently, like ill 
Neighbours, did they inſeſt each'athers/borders, 
and gave admitiion and aſſiſtance to each other's 
Encmics 2 When they were afterwards joib'd 
under one Shepherd, bur ftill continued to be 
10% diſtinct Folds, though the graſer Marks of 
Enmity were in a great meaſure: removed. yer 
what. Sceds of Jealouſy would ſhew themſelves 
ſometimes ? How would their differing Intereſts. 
ſometimes claſh and interfere, - and the ir Privi- 
leges and their Traffick ſtart occaſions of dif- 
gutt? Bur now that they are one Fold, as well 
as under one Shephed, unleſs it be their own 
Paults, they may grow up together, and mutual- 
lv advarc: the Happineſs of each other; and we 
may weil hope to have ſuch Succeſs Abroad, as 
the whole twelve Tribes had in the days of Da- 
2d, who ſmote Moab and Edom, and the tee 
Bet an 
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md had God going out with him whitherſaever be 

Went forth; add we may alſo expect to fee ſuch! 
plenty at Home, as the United Sons of Jacob had, 
in the days of Solomon, who exceeded all the 5 4 
of the Earth in Riches, and made Silver in Jeruſa- 
lem as common as the Stones. When Expgland was 


antoned out into ſeven ſmall. Kingdoms; it 
72s perpetually  embroil'd with Domeſtick dif- 


orders, was uneaſy at Home, and contemprible 
Abroad; which afterwards United into one Glori- 
ws Monarchy, grew formidable to its Neighbours,” 
and gave us our Edward's and our Henry's, who 
reſenced their Country with a Captive Ring 4 


rance, and with the Honour of being Crown 
n the chief City of that Kingdom. When the 


Red and White Roſe had divided this Nation, how 
. Wercely did Civil Wars rage within its Bowels? 


hat miſerable viciſſitudes was it ſucceſſively 
xpos'd; and how inconſiderable a Figure did ir 


ſom, and enabled him to lay the Foundation 
if chat Bleſſed Reformation, which was happily 
ompleared in the Reign of his Son, and by 
hich we now enjoy the Goſpel in irs purity. If 
en the conjunction of different Parties in one 


ation, has been able to produce Effects fo 
 Wonhderable ; what Advantages may we not hope 


r from the Union of both Kingdoms, Which Na- 
ure feems to have deſign d for the moſt intimate 
greement, by ſcgarating them in their Situa- 
on from the reſt of the Univerſe, and thereby 
niting them more cloſely between themſelves ? 
Thus we have ſeen in the General, and in 
wr Particular inſtance ; how great an advan- 
ge it is to the Temporal Affairs of any People, 
 becoms One Fold under One Shepherd: It con- 
8 £08 & ; ks. firms 


make in Europe? But when the \arring Claims of 
oth Houſes center d in our 8ch Henry, it made 
im capable of holding the Ballance of Chriſten- 


Ms 
1 


e ABST. WE 7727 Co 


75 their r Counſels, pri promotes! "the Exec Execution 0 of 
them, and gives weight and moment to all heit 
Undertakings. Bur 

Secondly, It is alſo a great advantage to the 
Spiritual Affairs of any Pcople, 0 decome One 

Fold under One Shepherd. 

One great deſign of our Katiovr's s coming Ind 
to the World, Was to break down the Partaio 
Wall, which to long had ſeparated between Few 
and Gentile, arid" ro 6 Inchid- them barb w 5 
the Pale of. his Church: 200 therefore, Inſtead 
of that Piſſneſs, berween "differs  Perſwafions 
which would pot ſuffer the Pr fe eſlors of ene to 
ſhew civility to thoſe of aufe; he endeavon- 
red to eftabliſti amongſt" His Diſciples, an uni. 
verſal benignity. and condeſcenſion: The Legal 

Diſpenſation enclined is: Pol Wers to be rigid i 
io their Cenfurcs, and fu ne dus in their Be. 
har iour; and he very d for which it ſeems 
to have been. Fasculated 410 to diſtinguiſh On: 
People from the reft of Mankind; . whereas the 

Chriſtian Religion obliges all its. Proſelites, to 
be favourable in ther Fadgnent, and affable in 
their Converſation ; and if appears to be dite. 

Ged to the great and vfeful Ed, of Tecond: 

ling and urleidg af! tbe Nations of rhe Earth 
| Now wy beirg the defign of Chriſtianity in its 
Latitude, it Will follow, when we reſtrain it to 
any ſingle Church or Nation ; that Thæt mut 

be imagined. to, be more or, l. 4: petfeR, - pro 

Portion4bl as it agrecs With rbis Unive|id 


* . » 


andard ; and the Wore they are United as On 
Ford under One Shepterd,. the more they anſwer 
the great Fnds.of the. Oecomomy of the: Goſpel, | 
or DU is fo Acntial to true Religion, react Its 

' Chickeli Buſineſs; an d greateſt Ec: llency, con: 
fiſts in the Uniting of us to one anothe IT here, 


and to Goh xercatcr. Thi; being the true mcih. 
0 


\ 
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ff loving Him, and our Neighbour, in the moſt 
xalted Exerciſe of, thoſe, two comprehenſive 
Yaties ; and, indeed, when Chriſtians are thus 
fred by the fame common Intereſts, and mu- 
vally animated with the ſame laudable Deſigus, 
hey make that eatthly Society a Tranſcript of: 
eaven, and are poſſeſſcd of a Condition that is 
urely celeftiaÞ: ' Thofe everliſting Manſions of 
acc and Happineſs, are only filled with con- 
inting Minds; whoſe lInclinations tend to one 
1ihe ſame Object; who are raviſhed wich the 
ontemplat jon of each other's felicity; and wha 
ejoicing in the Joy of their felow Angel,, mul- 
ply and encreate their own 'Enjoyments, by 
he ſhare which they take in che felicicy of o- 
hers: And What greater Excellency can human 
Nattire aim at, what more lofcy ſpiritual Im- 


my * — 
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provements can we” aſpire to, than an exact 
reſemblance; of thoſe glorified” Beings, and to 
in this Life IA, or equal to the” An- 
gel,? What Exerciſe or Fpldy ment can be 
more” advantageous, than that which makes us 
live here like thoſe ever. bleſſed Spirits, and qua- 
lifes us bereafter for their, Society and Con ver- 
ation? For as This is the grear Entertainment 
of Heaven, fo is it alſo the. rat road that leads 
dicetly thither : Our Saviour has. ſigned it as; 
the Character of his Followers, the Badge and 
Livery of the Prince Of Peace; by this ( ſays he) 
ll all Hen know that ye are my Diſciples, if je 
bave love ont for another. This plains all the 
rggedneſs and unc venneſs of aur Tempers, aud 
implants in us an obliging affability, and trafta- - 
blenefs ; it roots our the n Prints of 


Self- love, and Self. love Intereſt; and gives us iu 


heir room the God. lite Quality, of deing dif. 
fuſve'aod Communicative of Good. Thus does 
ir dignify, and exat out Ccorrupred Nature, ro- 


* 


wards . 


= 
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Wards the ancient pitch of its Origioal ſtare of la 


Harbingers oſ Deſtruction; and that not on) 


as are unhappily divided, and thereby weaken 


juſt Apprehenſions we lately lay under; leſt the. 


nocence ; nay, ſeems to advance it to a highy 
Level, even toa partial reſemblance of God him. 
ſelf, for Gad is Unity in its moſt abſolgte perfeQion 
But as Union is thus inſtrument] to our ſpiritui 
advantages, ſo Contentions and Diviſions are the 


in relation to the inward Purity, 125 even to the 
outward Peace and Welfare of the Church. 

Eaſtern Churches might yet probably have floy, 
riſhed, if they had but been free from this un, 
happy Diſpomion: But When they baniſhe 
that Peace and Charity from among them, which 
the Goſpel was immediately deſigned to prop: 
gate; when they divided into Sehi/ms, ang 2 
waked each ot her to malice and rancour, and eum 
il work e wk the {ybſtange of Religion 
theſe Controyerlics, in which they diſputed with 
each other ahout Cireamftances; they wearied out 
the patience and r of God ; and gau 
a fair Opportunity, by their obſtinate Diſ uma 
to the common Enemy of Chriſt;anity,. to break 
in upon them. A fair Remembrance to-all ſuch 


tbemlelves, and give Strength to their Adverls. 
ries. Thus we have the good Effect which Unin 
has in general, upon the Spiritual Affairs of any 
People; and it will ſtill appear as ſerviceable 
and as advantageous, if. we apply it more Par 
zicularly to the prefent Occaſion. We cannot 


1 "ſuppoſe; forget ſo very ſoon, the great and 


neighbouring Kingdom, which was then Sevęreig 
and Independent, might have differed from 1, - 
relation to the Succeſſion to the Crown ; and tt 
chat had happened, God only knows, into what 
miſerable Confuſions it might have thrown 2% 
whole Hand; how far it might have 8905 p 

| 192145 6 32 ? ; a 4 3 
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1 
ghet 
nim. 
tion, 
ity 
e the 
only 


) the 


vliſhment both of Church and State. But by this 
happy Union all theſe Evils are prevented; and 
he Settlement of the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
ine, being Jointly confirmed by the Authority 
f both Kingdoms; has given us ſuch an ad- 


y impoſſible for it ever to break in upon us. 
\nd this is an Advantage to the Church by Law 


La fabliſh'd, which leaves nothing for us to with in 
"Fc ſpect of its Security: but ſuch af rfe of this 
ih great Mercy in all her devout Members, as may 


15 prevail with God to continue to us the Blclhngs 
. 105 e enjoy. It is true, there ſeems yet wanting 
Op- 


d nertect Union in Spiritual; as well as Temporal: ; 


aher though this be an advantage. which we en- 


Pa: y not at the preſent, yet I cannot but believe 
; *. xe have made a fair Step towards it; the little 


c mulations which are ſo natural between two 
] gale , 9 7 o R * . P 
Wival Nations, and Which kept up this Diſtinc- 


"_ jon, as well, as ſeveral others, will, it is to be 
Is oped, wear off by juſt degrees, and fo prepate 
| K e Way for a total Reconciliation, The Lords and 
5 A emlemen, who repreſent the other Nation, will 
Sin ie uſed to converſe daily with our Venerable 
1 ſhops, and with the zealous Patrons of our 


ceable pe that, by this means, all Prejudice may be 
© Parrov'd, a juſt Value may b in'd for 
| , a juſt Value may be cntertain'd for 
112 cir Perſons, and their Characters, and they 


ay look upon Aſſemblies with a more favoura- 
 * WF: Eye, when they fee God worſhipp'd amongſt as 
Ver LR the Beauty of Holineſs. And Ol that all thoſe 
2 * e wuly love cut Church, apd with her Bor- 
* ts enlarged to the utmoſt Limits of the Iſand; 
Mon Pos relolve to dn their Defrine: by their 
mel.” and Converſations, and to recommend it 

ſhak? JAG 3 by 


eſt the; 


hake our Conſtitution, and endanger the Eſta- 


ditional Barrier againſt Popery, as makes it moral- 


o compleat the common happineſs, an entire and 


lureb, among the Peers and Commens z we may, 


W 


F 
% 
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by their Practice to ſuch ar ure without! To 
they would treat them with that Tenrneſi, thy 
Meekneſs, and that Charity, as may ſhame they 
into a Compliance, ot make their Stubbornnef; i 
excuſable! Then might we jnſtly expect to ſ 
our Saviour's promiſe verified to Us of this hi 
Kingdom, and that in its moſt pro r and 

nuine acceptation, that we ſhould One « 


anger one $ bepberd. 


Thus in our pnetenlar Caſe, as wall as in the 
General, we find how advantageous it is ta the 
Spiritual Affairs of any People, to become On 
Fold under One Shepherd. It happily ſecures the 
inward Peace of the Church, and eff:Qualh 
promotes its outward Security; and diſpolg 
and engages irs ſeveral Members, to perforn 
their Duty faithfully, both to God, and 
Man. | 

And now what remains, but 5 we ſholl 
make Returns anſwerable to all that the Lat 
has done for us, according to bis mercies, aud accath 

to the multitude of his loving kindneſſes; tha 

we ſhould heartily and induſtrioully co- Opera 
with him, in bm we live, and move; and ban 
our Being; by endeavouring to make this Unia 
have as great an Influence as is poſſible, ba 
upon the Temporal and the Spiritual Advanta 
ok theſe Nations. Let us in order to promal 
their Temporal concernments, caſt away fro 
us all National diſtinctions whatſoever, and 
Converſe together Affectionately as Fellow-MM; 
bers of the [ame Boch: Let us not be uncaly 1 
any trivial inconveniences, which may poſlibi 
affe&t ſome particular Met amongſt us, all 
which it is impoſſible for any Wiſdom whol 
to obviate; but let them be ſwallow'd up in i 
Good of the Publick, and the advantages whic 
m 
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fer the UNION. 


Thy ay accrue to the hole Nations in General: Let 
„ada boite our Councils, and cor join eur Forces 
ien mne mutual Profit and Security of each other; 
4 4 let no other contention be ever fais d up be- 
0 


cen us, but only which ſhall moſt zealouſly 
omote the Intereſt and Honour of the Crown 

GREAT BRITAIN, into which we 
e incorporated. Let us alſo conſult the Spiri- 
ul Intereſts of both Nations, provoking one anz- 
ir to Love, and to good Works: Let no difference 


ta the are us to go farther from one another, be- 
muſe we cannot meet ſo near as we would do. 
tus give Charitable Allowances for the Preju- 


pſhot of all to our writs he Benefactor, who will 


nd - his own Work in bis own good time: Let 
: great Conteſt be, which of us ſhalllive beſt, 
1 d overcome the other in Kindneſs and Bro- 


herly Love: Let not Judab vex Ephraim, nor 
thraim envy Fudab; but jointly pray for, and 


aul as a City that is at Unity in itſelf. Ina Word, 
nd to conclude, fince theſe t . Kingdoms are 


to each others Intereſts; Thoſe whom God has 
ed together, let no Man attempt to put aſunder, 


ay flo WAN lay, Amen. 


I | | 

w-Me Now to God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſh, 

nealy 1 be aſcrib'd all Honour, Power, Mipht, Ma- 
poſh | fefty and Dominion, henceforth, and for ever- 
us, . more, Amen. ö 

1 wholl 

ip in i 
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Opinions create a diſtance of Affections, nor 


dice of Education, and not widen any Breaches 
hich we are unable to cloſe up; but leave the 


cromote the Peace of our Feruſalem, Which is now _ 


d let all the good People of GREAT BRI“ 


Is 


Mw Married together, and mutually interwoven . 
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